
Island in the Stream!

n an age when we are losing
the fabric of  memory and
the connective tissue that
binds us together as a com -
munity of family, neighbors

and friends, places that have some -
how managed to preserve their nat -
ural character have become rare,
loving anchors holding us in place
rooting us in the swift moving cur -
rents of time. These unique spots
provide refuge, comfort and sanctu -
ary of spirit while they act as the
guardians and keepers of our per -
sonal and collective histories.

Discovering the unexpected pres -
ence of this property on Wharf Road

is almost like discovering something
you thought was extinct never real -
ly disappeared.  Who could possibly
believe that more than an acre of flat
land with hundreds of feet of direct
frontage along Soquel Creek could
still exist in almost untouched fash -
ion so close to the River Trestle?

We’ve all driven by it a thousand
times on our way in and out of the
Village. We either didn’t know it
was there in the first place, or we
forgot. Like a past-life, once you
become conscious of it, it is difficult
to forget again. And suffice to say
this is not what a Realtor might label
a drive by property. It might be a
paddle-by opportunity but I would -
n’t try it without a canoe or at least
a begonia float.

Look on the satellite map and get
a better feeling for what a huge tract
of pristine land and open riparian
space this is, sitting remarkably
unscathed but absolutely embraced
by just about everything Capitola.
There’s the Trestle,, Stockton
Bridge, the colorful pastiche of stuc -
co buildings on the Esplanade, Depot
Hill.  Jewel Box and the Wharf.

What was Shadowbrook before it
was The Shadowbrook? It was this
- a  simple riverside cabin retreat
just 50 feet further up river, milled
and fashioned from clear heart red -

wood logs and nestled below the
busy route of commerce between
Soquel Village and Capitola’s Wharf,
set in its own luxurious lush garden
oasis of ferns, pathways  and speci -
men trees. A secret slice of paradise.
Light years in ambiance away from
the madding crowd. A gracious
whisper of another age and another
time  gently lapping at the sandy
banks of the creek, enjoying languid
sunny afternoons of soft currents
and quiet reflection.

Views of the ocean and the coast
wrapping around the cliffs past New
Brighton are perfectly framed under
the archway of Stockton Bridge.
Across the river are the small sub -
divided lots and neat rows of hous -
es reflecting the development lega -
cy of Frederick Hihn.  A look from
the public pathway over there, back
across the water reveals an amazing
scope of emerald privacy out of
view, out of sight and out of reach of
most of the rest of the world.

Developers don’t get excited. This
isn’t a property where six new
homes are going to be built. This is
a spot that will be honored for gen -
erations to come in loving testimo -
ny to river and tides, rhythms of
nature, the history of Capitola and
the joys of a perfectly private, per -
sonal retreat. An island in the

stream that transports you and
transforms you to another place that
is simply this place.

Capitola residents and visitors
alike, who want to enjoy a walk
through the village and its environs
this Sunday are invited to stop by
for a short visit between 1 and 4pm.
Perhaps you’d like to take in the new
exhibit at the Capitola Museum 410,
Capitola Avenue entitled Soquel
Creek: A River Over Time.  Group
walking tours can be arranged in
advance by appointment with 
Carolyn Swift 464-0322.

by TOM BREZSNY

All those who can close
their eyes and summon
a wonderful vision from
their childhood,   
where smells, sights and sounds

are extraordinarily vivid and an

inner child still runs free and

plays with lightness and being.

raise your hands. but not before

taking a few extra minutes to

savor it.
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Monterey Bay 
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464-5231, getreal@sanctuaries.com
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Columns log onto www.sanctuarytours.com
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featuring your personal Sanctuary in

an upcoming edition of Santa Cruz 
Sentinel SUNDAY PROPERTIES.

1720 WHARF ROAD/CAPITOLA
OPEN HOUSE/W ALKING TOUR  SUNDA Y 1-4PM

• 69,000 Sq Ft Creekside 
Parcel

• Walk to the Village and Beach

• 500 Ft of Soquel River 
Frontage

• Private Beach and Lush 
Lost Island Ambiance

• Views to Capitola Beach 
and Seacliff

• 1920's Clear Heart 
Redwood Cabin and Old 
Guest House

• Walk to Village and 
Beach

OFFERED AT $4,500,000   HOME and VIR TUAL TOUR: www .sanctuar ytours.com
Visit the Capitola City Museum, 410 Capitola A venue for their new exhibition Soquel Creek: A River Over Time

http://www .capitolamuseum.or g/      831.464.0322
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Currents of Time Eddy Along Creekside Setting


