Rural Rnaissanegdptos Hills

A Sanctyanfthe MontgrBst ~OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1-4PM ~ ~

5950 FERN FLA T ROAD
XSts: Trout Gulch, Sparrow Valley

« Large 1 Bedroom/1 Bath e Porch Swing with Tranquil Views * Private Hiking Paths « Corral
834 +/- Square Feet & Afternoon Breezes & Trail Loops * Japanese Dye Shed
« Spacious Open Floorplan * Hot Tub and Cold Plunge e Orchard w/ Plum, Pear,  Two Story Barn/Workshop
 High Wood-Beamed Ceilings  Raised Patio w/Koi Pond Pear-apple (Asian Pear) , Apple,  Fern Grotto
* Picture Windows & Rock Wall Tangerine, Orange, Lemon, * Redwood Fairy Ring
« Skylights » 10.73 Acres Avocados, Persimmons & Walnut * Close to 10,000 + Acres of
« Central Woodstove * Sunny Forested Setting * Spring Fed Stream Nisene Marks Park & Soquel
e Wrap Around Deck o Park-Like Ambiance * Chicken Coop Demonstration Forest

by TOM BREZSNY

I t's Show Time! Or rather, show

and tell time. We're going to explore
another one of those special “living”
postcards that resides here within
the confines our own little corner of
paradise found (Santa Cruz County)
- via today's Sunday Sentinel and
this afternoon’s open house.

So, what are we gonna do first?
Google up the muse and transform
virtual realty into the real thing
presto change-0? Another blinding
feat of instant gratification to kill a
few nano-seconds of the day? Nabh,
we're going to start by addressing for
success the good old fashioned way.

First... slow down and stop what
ever you are doing. Take a long, deep
breath into your solar plexus and
beyond. Close your eyes. Imagine
yourself rocking rhythmically back
and forth on a cushioned porch
swing hanging from sturdy eaves
above a wrap around deck. You are
the joyful inhabitant of a soothing
writer’s retreat nestled softly at the
edge of a sunny, magical forest clear
ing. You've got nothing to do in this
moment. Nowhere to go except gen
tly forward in your meditation.

Feel the sensation of the after
noon’s gentle breeze on your face.
See if you can tune in to the faint
strains of a nearby spring-fed stream

Home and Virtual Tour: www.sanctuar ytours.com

that emerges from the sounds of
silence emanating from the sur
rounding forest of redwoods, oaks
and ferns - like a finely tuned instru
ment of nature. Inhale the fruitful
scents of a blooming orchard sweet
ly nurtured and catalyzed by the
warmth of it's southern exposure. In
your mind, rise and take the path less
traveled along the graceful trails that
meander through the adjoining acres
of woods where fern grottos rest next
to redwood fairy rings and the light
plays with the shadeina  lush, leafy,
earthy realm of the senses.

It's easy to write about a writer’s
retreat when it offers up all the
right stuff.

A sanctuary in the Aptos Hills is
the perfect reminder that not all of
the sanctuaries on the Central Coast
are beach-front bungalows, ocean-
side villas or tide-inspired odes to the
pleasures of surf and turf.

Next time you are up in a small
plane just off shore, instead of star
ing out at an endless expanse of sea,
try looking back at the ring of moun
tains that majestically rises up to
embrace and cradle us in its blanket
of rich, verdant forest. Suddenly
your visceral sense of Santa Cruz
turns inside out. There along the
flowing ridgelines and sculpted

OFFERED A $749,000

knolltops and rolling green contours
of the landscape are a select few
serene retreats tucked silently in the
middle of nowhere, gates open and
quietly waiting - just around the next
bend of that slow, winding country
road. This is the end of the rainbow
where much of the soul of Santa
Cruz peacefully beckons.

It is ironic that so many people
think of these unique rural retreats
as being “too far out”, while they
often wax ecstatically at the sugges
tion of owning a privileged hide-
away in the wilds of Big Sur. Here
we are, 80 miles closer to civilization,
with properties just as private, just
as wildly beautiful - that can be
enjoyed daily instead of sparingly on
occasional weekends.

In a county that is the 2nd small
est county in the State... are homes
that feel far and away really that far
away? Maybe that welcome sense of
being far from the madding crowd
isnt something that
should or can be meas -
ured by time or odometer.

What do you want to
feel when you come
home? Peace? Privacy?
Comfort? Space? Refuge
from a dervishly whirling
world.? Perhaps you'd like

(click on Featured Listings)

to experience the weather. Get to
know the different faces and colors
of the seasons. Commune with the
redwoods. Create and share your
own personal rituals with nature’s
flora and fauna.

Ego home? Not when what you
really want to do is lose yourself.
Something simple and much more
naturally elegant will do. A ridge too
far? Not if we can make an easy
trade. How about a calming, stress-

- free 20 minute drive along a desert
ed, tree and meadow-lined country
road in exchange for the 5 mile com
mute from hell on Highway 1 that
takes 45 minutes, 6 cell phone calls
and at least one fickle finger of road
rage to complete?

- Drive alittle. Save a lot of money.
And derive a lot of quality of life in
the process.

See you this afternoon.
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